
2020 Unite Norman Voter Guide 
This is the first ever Voter Guide developed by Unite Norman. 

We have tremendous respect for those who are part of our 

movement and do not want to tell anyone how to vote. We do, 

however, want to make it easier for you to get the information you 

need to make the decision that is right for you. 

This voter guide has been put together by visiting with a number of 

people and doing basic research and visiting with folks who 

interact with these offices and issues.  We are focused on contests 

and issues where voters in the City of Norman will be voting where 

information may be lower.  As such, we are not spending time on 

the federal races.  If you do not know where you stand on 

President, U.S. Senate and U.S. Congress by now, there is probably 

very little we can do to help you make that decision. 

 

Please feel free to share this document.  We also encourage you to let other organizations share all, or even 

parts, of this voter guide. We believe an informed electorate is a better electorate.   This guide is NOT making 

recommendations, but rather only providing information.  While individuals associated with Unite Norman 

may endorse or support individual candidates, Unite Norman is not doing so at this time.  

 

Corporation Commission 

The Corporation Commission oversees a great deal of Oklahoma’s economy as it regulates the oil & gas 

industry as well as utilities like electric companies, railroads, and many others.  There are three Corporation 

Commissioners elected on a statewide basis who each serve six-year terms.  Terms are staggered so one seat is 

up every even-numbered election year. All current members of the Corporation Commission are Republicans.  

Todd Hiett (Republican, Incumbent)  Hiett was first elected to the Corporation Commission in 2014.  Hiett 

previously served as a state representative from the Kellyville area who served as the state’s first Republican 

Speaker in more than 80 years.  In 2006 he was the Republican nominee for Lt. Governor but lost to Democrat 

Jari Askins.  Hiett is supported by many Republicans and many in the oil & gas industry.  Hiett is a dairy farmer 

and banker by trade and his wife has been a schoolteacher. The latest Oklahoma Ethics Commission reports 

show Hiett has $35,128.47 on hand.  

Todd Hagopian (Libertarian)  A Michigan native, Hagopian is a financial advisor and bank manager who 

currently serves as President of Unarco, a company that is a leading manufacturer of grocery carts and is 

owned by Marmon/Berkshire Hathaway.  Hagopian previously ran for Bixby school board but lost in that 

primary.  The most recent Oklahoma Ethics Commission reports show Hagopian has $3,061.77 on hand.  

No Democrat filed for this office.  

 



 

State Senator District 15 

This office represents much of Norman.  It is almost everything west of I-35 and then everything east of East 

84th.  Also included is the area between Robinson and Indian Hills Road west of East 12th as well as rural areas 

east of Moore. Additionally, there are two fingers, one protruding into Oklahoma County and another that 

circles south of Norman along the river and then spikes to take in some areas around the university between 

Chautauqua and Jenkins with Parrington Oval on the north. (A detailed map can be found at 

https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/District_15.pdf).  This is a four-year term.  

Rob Standridge (Republican, Incumbent).  Standridge was first elected to this seat in 2012.  A pharmacist and 

business owner by trade, Standridge has become known as a conservative “Oklahoma First” stalwart.  He has 

advocated for school choice issues and is a leading voice on pro-life issues. He has worked for greater 

transparency in state government and has been recognized for his support of local businesses.   Standridge 

was an advocate for Unite Norman and in addition to personally collecting signatures during the recall effort, 

he also helped recruit other volunteers. 

Alex Scott (Democrat).  The former Norman City councilor is widely seen as one of the most liberal candidates 

to appear on the November ballot anywhere in the state. According to her website, she was a Latin teacher in 

Moore Public schools and has been trained as an activist by the National Education Association.  In 2018 she 

became the youngest ever member of the Norman City Council where she helped move the council further 

and further to the left.  Alex made a motion to reduce the police budget by 4.5 million.  She has advocated to 

weaken law enforcement, believes high income earners should have a local income tax, and says capitalism is 

the downfall of the US. 

 

State Representative District 45 

This east Norman seat has historically been one of the more competitive seats in the state.  It runs from Indian 

Hills and NW 12th to highway 9 and Lake Thunderbird, staying north of Robinson until getting to East 12th.   

(map here: https://www.okhouse.gov/Documents/Districts/2012/HD45%20Reduced.pdf) 

Merelyn Bell (Democrat, Incumbent) Bell has been an advocate for criminal justice reforms and speaks about 

being the first woman of color to ever represent her hometown of Norman.  While her website 

(bell4Norman.com) provides no information about her background, she does devote a page to releasing Julius 

Jones and eliminating the death penalty. Bell was first elected in 2018 and has yet to have authored a bill that 

even received a vote on the floor of the legislature.   She is endorsed by Sally’s List, Emily’s List, Planned 

Parenthood, and the OEA.   

Phillip Hillian (Republican) Phillip is running a grassroots campaign.  Hillian is a decorated combat veteran who 

also has 18 years of experience in the oil & gas industry. He is pro-2nd Amendment and calls himself “fiscally 

conservative” and a devout Christian.  

 

 

 

 

https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-11/District_15.pdf
https://www.okhouse.gov/Documents/Districts/2012/HD45%20Reduced.pdf


State Representative District 46 

This seat is much of west Norman and goes south of highway 9 to include Noble and goes as far east as SE 48th. 

(Map here: https://www.okhouse.gov/Documents/Districts/2012/HD46%20Reduced.pdf).  Until 2017, it was 

represented by Scott Martin and had been a Republican seat since the mid-90s, having been represented by 

Doug Miller. It is one of about six seats statewide where Republicans believe they can pick-up a seat and one 

of only a few where they believe an incumbent Democrat can be defeated.   

Jacob Rosecrants (Democrat, Incumbent) is considered one of the more liberal members of the Oklahoma 

legislature., scoring a 11% on the OCPAC Conservative Index rating.  His largest contributors have been not 

from Norman, but from the Tulsa area including $2,800 from the Cherokee Nation and $2,700 from Tulsa 

Democrat candidate financier George Krumme.  Rosecrants is a teacher who has been in a number of schools 

since starting in 2012.  Jacob is a vocal supporter of the Black Lives Matter organization.   

Nancy Sangirardi (Republican)  Nancy is a career educator and former small business owner who was very 

active in collecting signatures during the Unite Norman recall effort.  She has been married 42 years and has 

been an advocate of the 2nd Amendment and a Sunday School Teacher.  She has now raised more than $20,000 

for her campaign.  Nancy is a very strong supporter of law enforcement and is against defunding police 

departments. 

County Commission District 2 

This seat runs from near the Oklahoma County border and takes in much of the city of Moore and most of 

Norman East of East 12th Street, including everything surrounding Lake Thunderbird.  North of Rock Creek 

Road, it goes west to the railroad tracks.  A detailed map can be found here: 

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9eea9dd11bb94910bdcd598571414047&exte

nt=-98.2239,34.5955,-96.1955,35.5452  

Darry Stacy (Republican, Incumbent) is a career police officer with more than 23-years of experience with the 

Norman Police Department and is recognized as a strong supporter of our law enforcement officials.  As 

County Commissioner, he has prioritized first responder training and led the effort to receive $26 million from 

the Community Block Development Grant disaster recovery funds for repairing roads in the eastern part of the 

county that had been damaged by natural disasters, as well as $2 million for rural fire departments.  A 

graduate of both the FBI National Academy and the DEA’s Drug Unit Commanders Academy, Stacy uses his law 

enforcement background to help the sheriff’s office and law enforcement in the county.   

Michael D. Thomas (Democrat) is a newcomer to politics who spent 30 years in highway construction who, 

according to his website, is in favor of sentencing reform and increasing funding assistance for the needy.  

County Sheriff 

This seat became vacant when Todd Gibson resigned to become police chief in Moore.  Blake Green was 

appointed to fill that seat but chose not to run. 

Chris Amason (Republican) is a veteran Norman Police captain and commander of the criminal investigations 

division where he oversaw 50 personnel and a $3 million annual budget.  He is committed to building on the 

legacy of Todd Gibson. 

Kelly Owings (Independent) became a reserve Cleveland County deputy in 2001 and worked as a full-time 

Lexington police officer for 5 months before working casino security.  He does not appear to be running a 

significant campaign and reporters have been unable to verify if he is currently employed. He unsuccessfully 

ran for sheriff in 2008.  

https://www.okhouse.gov/Documents/Districts/2012/HD46%20Reduced.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9eea9dd11bb94910bdcd598571414047&extent=-98.2239,34.5955,-96.1955,35.5452
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=9eea9dd11bb94910bdcd598571414047&extent=-98.2239,34.5955,-96.1955,35.5452


No Democrat filed for county sheriff.  

State Question 805 

State question 805 is a constitutional amendment that made the ballot through the initiative petition process. 

It will stop the practice of extending sentences for repeat offenders based on past felony convictions.   

One of the primary issues surrounding SQ 805 is the definition of “violent felony”.  This state question is 

worded so that past convictions cannot be used to enhance sentences for those committing non-violent 

felonies. It uses Section 571 of Title 57 to define violent felonies and prohibits the legislature from ever 

changing that definition after January 1, 2020, a date that has already passed.  Opponents point out that many 

serious crimes like domestic abuse (even by strangulation, with a deadly weapon, or in front of a child) are 

technically “non-violent” under SQ 805. Other crimes that will see less punishment under SQ 805 include 

soliciting sex from a minor using technology, child trafficking, home burglary, animal cruelty, and partial birth 

abortion.  

Proponents of this state question include the ACLU and activist Sue Ann Arnall. It is believed, but not proven, 

that Tulsa billionaire George Kaiser is also actively working to support its passage. It is estimated the yes 

campaign spent 2 million dollars collecting signatures.  They have spent approximately 2 million dollars on 

television ads so far during this campaign.  Proponents argue that goal is to reduce incarceration rates and 

save hundreds of millions of dollars a year that can be used for social programs, but law enforcement is united 

in believing it will harm public safety. 

Opponents have only recently started a campaign.  It is led by Republican former governor Frank Keating and is 

chaired by activist Tricia Everest who also serves on the Oklahoma County Jail Trust.  Of Oklahoma’s 27 district 

attorneys, 26 oppose this measure, including Cleveland County District Attorney Greg Mashburn.  Also 

opposing are the state’s sheriff’s association, Oklahoma FOP, and most other law enforcement groups.  

Numerous advocates for domestic abuse victims are also opposed as is the Oklahoma Cattleman’s Association, 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau, The Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce, and other business organizations who all 

oppose treating habitual criminals as first-time offenders.  Recent Unite Norman speaker and former New York 

City Police Commissioner Bernard Kirk spoke of problems with SQ 805 and similar efforts.  

Other notable opponents include Barry and Becky Switzer, Governor Kevin Stitt, and Attorney General Mike 

Hunter. 

State Question 814 

State Question 814 was passed through the legislative process. It seeks to change how the payments from 

tobacco companies under the master settlement agreement (the culmination of the tobacco lawsuits of the 

1990s) are used.  Currently 75% of those proceeds go to TSET, the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust, and 

25% goes to the state legislature. For both entities, the proceeds are to be spent on efforts to improve 

Oklahoma’s health.  This state question reverses those percentages so 25% will go to TSET and 75% will go the 

legislature to appropriate. 

The proponents say this state question is necessary to fund the expansion of Medicaid recently passed by 

voters.  They say that without this influx of funds, either taxes will have to be raised or other parts of state 

government cut. 

Opponents say that the legislature can find other ways to fund Medicaid expansion, including increasing the 

supplemental hospital offset payment program (SHOPP) that is currently used to get federal matching funds.  

This way the hospitals who benefit from expanding Medicaid help pay for that expansion. They also say that 



TSET is funding necessary programs like physician recruitment programs and is the single largest funder of the 

Stephenson Cancer Center, the only cancer center in the state to receive the nations highest classification.   

 

Judicial Retention Ballots 

Oklahoma has a judicial system where, instead of electing judges to the highest courts in the state, voters 

participate in a retention ballot. This means that their terms regularly expire, and their names are presented to 

voters who are asked to vote to either retain or replace that judge.  No judge has ever been denied retention 

by voters.  If a vacancy does occur, the Judicial Nominating Commission has a process whereby it recommends 

a number of judges to the governor who must then select from the list he is provided.  Oklahoma does this for 

three courts.  

Supreme Court 

The Oklahoma Supreme Court decides all challenges to state law and is the court of last resort for all civil 

matters, but it does NOT hear criminal cases.  This year, three of the nine Oklahoma Supreme Court Judges are 

up for retention. 

Thomas Colbert (Appointed 2004 by Brad Henry).  Colbert’s official biography asserts that he is the first 

African-American to serve on the Supreme Court.  Colbert recently ruled to get rid of the requirement that 

absentee ballots be notarized, a decision that led to the legislature taking actions to make absentee voting 

more secure by requiring other identification.  Data on judges can be hard to come by, but a 2012 study by 

Stanford professors developed a system for rating judges and rated Colbert as being less conservative than the 

average Oklahoma judge.  

Richard Darby (Appointed 2018 by Mary Fallin).  Darby served as a District Judge for 23 years in southwest 

Oklahoma and is generally considered a conservative judge by those who interact regularly with the court.  His 

family ran a small business and his wife, Dr. Dana Darby, is the head of Altus Christian Academy.  

John Kane (Appointed 2019 by Kevin Stitt).  Kane previously served as a district judge in Osage County.  He 

opposed efforts to weaken Oklahoma’s absentee ballot laws and is considered as a conservative judge.  His 

family has been an important part of Oklahoma’s legal community.  In fact, his great grandfather served on the 

first Oklahoma Supreme Court in 1907. 

 

Court of Criminal Appeals 

The Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals is the highest court in the state when it comes to criminal 

proceedings.  Oklahoma is a bit unique in that our Supreme Court does not hear criminal trials. 

Robert Hudson (Appointed 2015 by Mary Fallin).  A former District Attorney for Payne and Logan Counties, 

Hudson also served as Scott Pruitt’s top assistant when Pruitt was Oklahoma’s Attorney General.  He also 

served as a Commissioner for the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) for more than 9 years and has 

a long career in law enforcement and is considered a “pro- law and order” judge by those interacting with this 

court.  

Gary Lumpkin, Appointed 1989 by Henry Bellmon.  A Vietnam Veteran, Lumpkin also served as a prosecutor 

and was named Outstanding Assistant District Attorney in 1981. Those working with this court indicate that 

Lumpkin is known as an advocate for law enforcement. 



 

 

 

Court of Civil Appeals 

The Court of Civil Appeals is an appellate level court sandwiched between the District Court and the Supreme 

Court.  As the name implies, it only hears civil cases. It is very difficult to find information on these judges and 

much of this information is from their official bios.  

Deborah Barnes (Appointed 2008 by Brad Henry). Barnes was previously a lawyer at Crowe Dunleavy and 

served as the Summer School Lunch Program Coordinator for underprivileged children at the Oklahoma State 

Department of Education.  While working in corporate law for Transok, an oil and gas company where she 

served as VP of human resources and administration, her bio points out that she was the Tulsa Area United 

Way campaign chair for Transok.    

Keith Rapp (Elected 1984).  Rapp is unique in that he was not appointed but came to the office when 

Oklahoma elected these judges.  Prior to being elected 36 years ago, he served as a public defender in the 14th 

Judicial District.  He has also served as a regent of Tulsa Community College and is a former aerospace 

engineer who worked on navigation systems for Mercury, Apollo, and other space projects.  

Jane Wiseman, Appointed 2005 by Brad Henry.  Previously appointed as a District Judge in 1981 by George 

Nigh, Wiseman oversaw close to 1,000 jury trials and was assigned to the family relations division.  She serves 

on the Education and Diversity Committees of the Oklahoma Judicial Conference.  


